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SCHOOL DISTRICT PROVIDES DETAILS 
OF EDUCATIONAL REDUCTION PLAN 
TO PARENTS AND COMMUNITY
In March, the Olmsted Falls City School District began 
finalizing details of the Educational Reduction Plan currently 
underway as a result of the failure of the District’s two recent 
operating levies (in November 2008 and February 2009).  
With a wide range of programs and services being impacted, 
communication efforts have already begun to both parents 
and community members who will be impacted by one or 
more of the reductions. 
“With so many changes to what we have all come to expect 
as a high-quality level of service from this District, it will be 
critical to keep the communication flowing so that all parents 
and community members have a clear understanding of the 
personal impact these changes may have on their student(s) 
and families,” said Superintendent Dr. Todd Hoadley, who 
personally e-mailed parents in late March to provide detailed 
information regarding the various reductions.   
Following please find the latest information on the reductions 
which have already been or will soon be implemented:

CHANGES IN K-12 TRANSPORTATION SERVICES
• Elimination of High School Busing
High School busing services for students in grades 9 to 
12 – including busing for non-public high school students 
– will be eliminated effective with the start of the 2009-2010 
school year.  The only buses that will be running to/from 
Olmsted Falls High School will be those utilized for special 
education (for disabled students whose Individual Education 
Plan currently calls for transportation services) and those 
transporting students from the High School to/from the 
Polaris Career Center – these two transportation services are 
required by law, and therefore cannot be eliminated.

CHANGES IN K-12 TRANSPORTATION SERVICES
• Reduction of K-8 Busing Services - Expansion of 
Neighborhood Stops and Elimination of Alternate 
Transportation Requests

NATIONAL SPOTLIGHT SHINES ON 
OLMSTED FALLS’ MUSIC PROGRAM 
FOR THIRD CONSECUTIVE YEAR
For the third consecutive year, Olmsted Falls School 
District has been named one of the “Best 100 Communities 
for Music Education in America.” 

music class participation, instruction time, facilities, 
support for the music program, and other relevant factors 
in their communities’ music education programs.

The annual national survey is sponsored 
by the National Association of Music 

Merchants (NAMM) Foundation, 
in partnership with leading music 

and educational organizations, 
to promote the benefits of active 

participation in music and music 
education. This year’s roster of 
musical schools represents districts 
in 21 states.  The 2009 survey was 
available to all school districts 
nationwide. Participants in the 

survey answered detailed questions 
about funding, graduation requirements, 
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*ATTENTION PARENTS*
IMPORTANT DEADLINE

MONDAY, JUNE 15TH
IS THE LAST DAY TO SUBMIT 

ALTERNATE TRANSPORTATION 
FORMS FOR THE 2009-2010 

SCHOOL YEAR
Visit the Bus Routes link at www.ofcs.net 

for forms and detailed information on 
reductions in transportation services 

for the 2009-2010 school year.



• Reduction of K-8 Busing Services - Expansion of 
Neighborhood Stops and Elimination of Alternate 
Transportation Requests
There will also be two specific changes to the level of 
transportation services provided for students in grades K to 
8.  First, effective with the start of the 2009-2010 school year, 
pick-up and drop-off locations will be adjusted District-wide 
to utilize neighborhood stops which will be spread further 
apart to enable the pick-up and drop-off of more children 
in a single stop.  This new system will help streamline bus 
routes and maximize efficiency.  Section 3301.83.13 of the 
Ohio Revised Code allows school districts to designate bus 
pick-up and drop-off locations up to a distance of ½ mile 
from a student’s residence.  Parents are advised to read their 
child(ren)’s transportation information card carefully this 
summer to confirm the new pick-up and drop-off location 
for their student(s).  
The second change which will impact students in grades 
K to 8 is the limitation of Alternate Transportation service.  
In the past, parents have been able to complete a “Request 
for Alternate Transportation Form” in order to have their 
student(s) picked up and/or dropped off at a location or 
locations other than their home.  Effective with the start of 
the 2009-2010 school year, students will only be picked-up 
and dropped off by Olmsted Falls school bus based on their 
place of residence, or a single, designated alternate address 
within District boundaries. Students will no longer be able 
to be assigned one bus route in the morning and another in 
the afternoon.   

Please note that, for now, there will be an exception made 
for Kindergarten students allowing their mid-day pick-up 
or drop-off location to be different than the child’s AM / 

PM pick-up or drop-off location. This means that students 
attending AM kindergarten will have the ability to be 
dropped off at any location within District boundaries; and 
students attending PM kindergarten will have the ability 
to be picked up at any location within District boundaries.  
Morning bus pick-up for AM kindergartners must be from 
the student’s home residence or single, alternate designated 
address; afternoon drop-off for PM kindergartners must be to 
the student’s home residence or single, alternate designated 
address.  

The following table provides a summary of the allowable 
pick-ups/drop-offs for next year’s kindergarten students:

AM 
Pick-Up

AM Drop-Off 
(Mid-day)

PM Pick-Up 
(Mid-day)

PM 
Drop-Off

AM

Home or 
Single, 

Designated  
Alternate 
Location 

ONLY

 Home; Single, 
Designated  
Alternate 

Location; or 
Other Approved 

Location

--- ---

PM --- ---

Home; Single, 
Designated  
Alternate 
Location; 
or Other 

Approved 
Location

Home or 
Single, 

Designated  
Alternate 
Location 

ONLY
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“With so many changes to what we have 
all come to expect as a high-quality level 
of service from this District, it will be 
critical to keep communication flowing so 
that all parents and community members 
have a clear understanding of the personal 
impact these changes may have on their 
student(s) and families.”

SEASON FILLED WITH SUCCESS FOR HIGH SCHOOL ACADEMIC TEAM    

The 2008-2009 Olmsted Falls High School Academic Team poses 
for a photo on the set of Channel 5’s “Academic Challenge” show.  
Pictured in front row (L to R): sophomore Jim Coury, senior 
Victor Matsunaga, and sophomore Eric Miranda.  Pictured in 
back row (L to R): OFHS Academic Team Advisor Mrs. Rhonna 
Smith, sophomore Mike Coury, sophomore Michaela Killik and 
sophomore Chris Traylor. 

The six-member Olmsted Falls High School Academic 
Team certainly made a name for themselves this year.  The 
young team, made up of five sophomores and just one senior, 
electrified the academic quiz circuit and won a total of $9,000 
in grant money for OFHS in the process.  Season highlights 
included:
     • 7th in State at National Academic Quiz Tournament (NAQT)
     • #1 Individual Scorer in State at NAQT - Jim Coury
     • 4th Place at Ohio Academic Challenge Regionals
     • 2nd Place overall on ONN Brain Game Ohio State Challenge  
       (which earned a $7,000 grant for OFHS)
     • 9th Place overall on TV5 Academic Challenge (which earned 
       a $2,000 grant for OFHS)
     • Fall Champions/Tournament Champions in Northeast Ohio 
       Academic League competition
     • Tournament Champions/Runner-Up League Play in 
       Southwest Conference
Congratulations on a great season!  Keep your eye on this 
talented team as they gear up for next year.



All Alternate Transportation Requests must be the same 
every school day.  There will not be an opportunity to 
alter pick-up/drop-off locations on a day-to-day or week-
to-week basis. Any alternate transportation requests will 
remain in effect for the duration of the school year.
THE DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSION OF ALL 
ALTERNATE TRANSPORTATION REQUEST FORMS 
IS MONDAY, JUNE 15TH.  NO LATE FORMS WILL 
BE ACCEPTED.  Visit www.ofcs.net to download forms 
and review more detailed information presented at the 
Transportation Information Meeting held May 9th.    
The limitation of the Alternate Transportation requests for 
grades K to 8 will allow the District to more fully load buses 
and avoid running buses at less than their full capacity – 
which is what occurs when the District allows for Alternate 
Transportation requests that place children on different 
District bus routes in the morning and afternoon. 
Please note that the Olmsted Falls School District 
reserves the right to suspend all requests for Alternate 
Transportation service at anytime due to financial 
reasons.  Should the Olmsted Falls School District be 
forced to reduce busing to State minimum requirements 
prior to the end of the 2009-2010 school year, all Alternate 
Transportation requests would be suspended.

“We are seeking to improve efficiency at every opportunity, 
said Jim Weisbarth, president of the Olmsted Falls Board 
of Education. “Streamlining the more than 500 Alternate 
Transportation requests the District receives annually will 
serve to improve the efficiency of our bus routes, reduce 
empty seats, and reduce the clerical work involved with 
continuous tracking of these requests required to ensure the 
safety of our students.”

CHANGES IN CUSTODIAL SCHEDULES AND 
WEEKEND BUILDING USAGE

The Educational Reduction Plan calls for changes to 
the District’s building maintenance schedule, including 
the significant reduction of custodial overtime costs to 
the District.  This change will have a direct impact on 
community groups and 
individuals who utilize 
District  building facilities 
on weekends.   Effective 
April 6, 2009, upon 
conclusion of the spring recess, any community group or 
individual utilizing District buildings on a Saturday or a 
Sunday began being charged a flat rate of $40 per hour to 
help defray District costs.  Personal letters were sent out in 
mid-March to more than thirty community organizations 
impacted by the implementation of this cost-neutral plan. 

ADMINISTRATIVE SALARY FREEZE

At its regular monthly meeting held March 17, 2009, the 
Olmsted Falls Board of Education passed a Resolution 
officially recognizing the implementation of an 
administrative wage freeze for the 2009-2010 school year.  
This salary freeze will impact all district administrators.
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“Streamlining the more than 500 Alternate 
Transportation requests the District 
receives annually will serve to improve 
the efficiency of our bus routes, eliminate 
empty seats, and reduce the clerical work 
involved with the continuous tracking 
of these requests required to ensure the 
safety of our students.”

“We are seeking to 
improve efficiency at 
every opportunity.”  

DISTRICT SELECTED AS WINNER OF  
“FIELDS OF EXCELLENCE” AWARD  

FALLS-LENOX PROUD HOME OF YOUNG 
AUTHOR OF NEW CHILDREN’S BOOK

Congratulations to Falls-Lenox 3rd grader and newly published 
author Kayla Falcone, whose children’s book titled “My Name 
Is” was recently published by Mirror Publishing.  The project was 
a family affair with Kayla’s mother, Lori Falcone, providing the 
book’s colorful illustrations.  Kayla, pictured above with Falls-
Lenox gifted teacher Mrs. Netschke, has already had her first 
official book signing event at Barnes & Noble in Crocker Park!     

The Olmsted Falls High School football field has been selected as 
a winner of the annual “Field of Excellence” Award sponsored 
by Pioneer Manufacturing Company. Olmsted Falls School 
District Business Affairs Director Tim Atkinson (center) poses 
with grounds maintenance staff member Heath Krakowiak (left) 
and grounds maintenance manager Tom Dipert (right), who 
will  both receive special recognition for their work.



ELIMINATION OF PART-TIME ADMINISTRATIVE 
POSITIONS
As noted in the Educational Reduction Plan, three part-
time administrative positions hired by Olmsted Falls City 
Schools through the Cuyahoga County Educational Service 
Center have been eliminated for the 2009-2010 school year 
through non-renewal of contracts.  At the request of the 
Olmsted Falls Board of Education, the Cuyahoga County 
Board of Education officially approved the non-renewal of 
these three part-time positions in March.  In addition, the 
Olmsted Falls Board of Education, in April, approved the 
formal elimination of a transportation attendant position for 
Olmsted Falls Schools, which had been previously vacated 
and left unfilled pending the outcome of the operating levy.
ANNOUNCED TEACHER/TUTOR LAY-OFFS
Because the current contract for certified (teaching) staff 
dictates that employees be notified in April if they are to 
be personally impacted by a Reduction in Force (RIF), the 
District has issued a list of 24.5 certified (teacher / tutor) 
positions slated for elimination for the 2009-2010 school year 
due to lack of funding for the next school year.  In May, the 
District will begin collective bargaining with the associations 
for both our certified (teaching) staff and our classified (non-
teaching) staff.  The District conducts separate bargaining 
discussions with each of these associations.  
Until the negotiation process is completed and the new 
contracts are approved for both associations, the District 
will be unable to determine exactly how many people it 
can afford to employ for the 2009-2010 school year.   Once 
collective bargaining is completed, the District will be able 
to confirm the exact size of the 2009-2010 staff based on 
the financial budget and can at that point determine if it 
can afford to bring back any of the staff members whose 
positions have been slated for elimination.     

DECISIONS REGARDING EXTRA-CURRICULARS
Moving forward, the Board of Education will begin in-depth 
discussions regarding decisions relating to District extra-
curricular activities including field trips, athletic programs, 
music programs and other extra-curricular clubs. While 
preliminary discussions have occurred, the Board will 
be spending a significant amount of time discussing the 
future of these items – just as they have already spent 
a significant amount of time discussing and addressing 
the items previously outlined.  

“These are all difficult decisions, and decisions that will not 
be made by our Board members without full consideration 
of the ramifications,” said Mr. Weisbarth.  

While it may seem that all of these cuts and reductions 
should prevent the need for a new operating levy, the fact 
remains that the Olmsted Falls School District has not 
passed an operating levy in more than 10 years.  In that 
time, District enrollment has increased by more than 28%. 
Olmsted Falls School District is currently operating in a 
deficit spending mode.  The cuts and reductions currently 
being made to programs and services cannot cover the 
compounding deficits in the District’s annual operating 
budget of more than $36 million.

“While these cuts will not prevent the need for new operating 
funds, it is our hope that by making these reductions to 
programs and services we will demonstrate to our community 
that we have heard loud and clear their directive to tighten our 
already lean budget even further,” said Dr. Hoadley.  “Our 
Board, administration and staff remain committed to 
providing the highest quality education possible for your 
children, even as we face these difficult economic times.”

DID YOU KNOW?     

• Olmsted Falls School 
District has not passed 
an operating levy in 
more than 10 years. 

 • In that time, District 
enrollment has 
increased by more than 
28%. 

• Olmsted Falls School 
District is currently 
operating in a deficit 
spending  mode.
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Olmsted Falls High School senior Katie Nageotte set a new State record for the pole vault on 
Friday, May 15th with a jump of 12’10” during a SWC meet against Brecksville-Broadview 
Heights High School.  OUTSTANDING JOB!  Best of luck to Katie as she finishes out the 
season with Regional and State level competitions.  Go Bulldogs! 

OFHS POLE VAULTER SETS NEW STATE RECORD 



FIRST CLASS OF OLMSTED FALLS 
INTERMEDIATE SCHOOL STUDENTS 

LEAVE MARK ON NEW BUILDING 

This year’s 3rd graders at Falls-Lenox and 4th graders 
at Fitch will make up next year’s inaugural classes of 
4th and 5th grade students in the new Olmsted Falls 
Intermediate School. To commemorate the occasion, 
small steel beams slated to buttress the entry ways of two 
of the classrooms in the new building were brought over 
for the students to sign before they were installed.  The 
above photo features the actual beam now in place at the 
new building.       

VISIT WWW.OFCS.NET FOR ADDITIONAL NEWS & PHOTOS INCLUDING:

 Falls-Lenox  Fitch Intermediate Middle School  High School
 • Right To Read Week • Hoops for Heart  • Washington D.C. Trip • National Honor Society Inductees
 • Fairytale Story Party • Science Olympiad • Midwest Talent Search  • National Latin Exam Medalists
         Winners  • Visual Arts Awards 

HIGH SCHOOL CELEBRATES 40TH BY 
HONORING LEGACY OF SPECIAL GUESTS

NEW OLMSTED FALLS INTERMEDIATE SCHOOL TO OPEN ON TIME, ON BUDGET

Regency Construction’s Project Superintendent Terry Tesmer (left) 
shows Board President Jim Weisbarth (right) the progress being 
made in the cafeteria section of the new Olmsted Falls Intermediate 
School during a recent tour of the construction site.  

Olmsted Falls High School celebrated its 40th Anniversary by 
honoring past members of the Olmsted Falls administration and 
Board of Education at a special pre-game ceremony held in 
the High School gymnasium on February 13th.  Current Board  
Vice President Joseph Bertrand (back row) joined the rest of the 
current Board of Education along with members of the current 
administration to honor (pictured left to right) former Olmsted 
Falls Board of Education President Mr. Vernon “Jack” McRae, 
former Board Member Mr. Kenneth Gill and former Olmsted 
Falls Superintendent Dr. Donald Cobb, who were instrumental 
in getting Olmsted Falls High School built.  Also honored, but 
unable to attend, was former Board Member Mrs. Thalia Miller.  
Olmsted Falls School District extends continued appreciation 
to these individuals for their service to our District, and for the 
lasting impact of their efforts.

District officials have announced that the new Olmsted Falls 
Intermediate School building will be ready for the start of the 
2009-2010 school year.  Next year’s 4th and 5th grade classes 
are officially scheduled to start the year in the new 81,313 square 
foot facility.
“With our need for space so pressing, contractors have worked 
diligently to keep up with the aggressive timeline set forth at 
the beginning of this project,” said Jim Weisbarth, president of 
the Olmsted Falls Board of Education.  “The Board has been 
following the progress closely and is extremely pleased with 
both the quality and pace of the project.”
The new building - made possible by the passage of a 2 Mill Bond 
Issue in May 2007 - will help alleviate severe overcrowding in 
the District, especially in the Pre-K to 5 grade levels.  The new 
building features an energy-efficient geo-thermal heating/cooling 
system and a full-service kitchen, which will provide food service 
for both the Intermediate and Middle School buildings.  The two 
school buildings will be connected by an enclosed walkway.
Funds generated from the 2 Mill Bond Issue also served as the 
required matching dollars enabling the District to secure an 
additional $7.8 million in State funding for much-needed, additional 
classroom space at the existing Middle School.  Construction on 
the Middle School addition will begin this summer.



The Olmsted Falls City School District hereby gives notice that it does not discriminate on the basis of race, color,  
national origin, sex, or disability in the educational programs and activities operated by the district.

Olmsted Falls Board of Education
26937 Bagley Rd.
P.O. Box 38010
Olmsted Falls, OH 44138

Non-Profit Organ.
U.S. Postage

Paid
Cleveland, Ohio
Permit No. 3288

IS PUBLISHED AS A LINE OF COMMUNICATION  
WITH THE RESIDENTS OF THE SCHOOL COMMUNITY

ECRWSS
POSTAL PATRON

BOARD OF EDUCATION
James A. Weisbarth, President
Joseph T. Bertrand,  Vice President
Rhonda McCrone
Frank J. Pedicini
Michelle M. Theriot

Dr. Todd F. Hoadley, Superintendent
David L. Lewis, Chief Operating Officer
Dr. James L. Lloyd,  Assistant Superintendent
Mark Hullman, Treasurer/CFO
Timothy J. Atkinson, Director of Business Affairs

Kim Petrina, Editor  (440) 427-6020

DATES TO NOTE
June 15   

    Deadline for 2009-2010 Alternate
Transportation Forms

June 16
Olmsted Falls Athletic Boosters

Night @ Progressive Field
(Indians Vs. Brewers)

July 18
Olmsted Falls Alumni Association

John Sanders Memorial Golf Outing

Visit www.ofcs.net for additional details.

IMPORTANT NOTE TO PARENTS:  
It is of critical importance that parents of students in 
the Olmsted Falls school system are receiving as much 
information as possible as the District navigates through 
the months ahead.  The District e-mails periodic updates to 
parents of currently registered students.  If you are a parent 
of an Olmsted Falls student and would like to have your 
e-mail added to the parent recipient list to receive these e-
mail updates, please contact your child’s school building to 
provide your e-mail address.  

CLEVELAND CAVALIERS RECOGNIZE 
STELLAR STUDENTS WITH DONATION

5th grade teacher Sally Schuler, Fitch principal Donald Svec and 
4th grade teacher Lindsey Ambrosia display $1,000 check awarded 
to Fitch Intermediate for outstanding student participation in the 
Cleveland Cavaliers Straight “A” All-Star Program sponsored by 
Westfield Insurance.

* ATTENTION PARENTS *

ALTERNATE TRANSPORTATION 
FORMS FOR 

2009-2010 SCHOOL YEAR 
DUE MONDAY, JUNE 15TH

NO LATE FORMS ACCEPTED
VISIT WWW.OFCS.NET


